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Amendments 

1 . (currently amended) A method comprising: 
controlling a RIP engine using a first RIP control entity; end 
controlling the RIP engine using a second RIP control entit y; and 
wherein controlling the RIP engine using the first RIPcontrol entity, 

comprises the first RIP control entity sending first vector image data to the RIP 
engine and receiving corresponding first bit-map data from the RIP engine . 

2. (cancelled). 

3. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein controlling the RIP engine 
using the second RIP control entity, comprises the second RIP control entity 
sending second vector image data to the RIP engine and receiving corresponding 
second bit-map data from the RIP engine. 

♦ 

4. (currently amended) Amethod comprising: 
controlling a RIP_engine using a first RIP control entity: 
controlling the RIP engine using a second RIP control entity: and 

The method of c l eim 1, wherein the first RIP control entity includes a RIP 
manager and the second RIP control entity includes a variable-data-printing 
manager. 

5. (cancelled) 

6. (currently amended) A method comprising: 
controlling a RIP engine using a first RIP control entity; 
controlling the RIP engine using a second RIP control entity; 

The method of c l aim 5, wh e r e in - transf erm g - contro j of the R I P engin e 
from the first R I P control ent i ty to thc - second RIP control ontity T- com priseg* 

the second RIP control entity sending a request to the first RIP control 
entity; and 

the first RIP control entity enabling the RIP engine to communicate with 
the second RIP control entity in response to the request. 
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7. (original) The method of claim 6, wherein enabling the RIP engine to 
communicate with the second RIP control entity in response to the request, 
comprises: 

the first RIP control entity commanding the RIP engine to enter a specific 
mode of operation; and 

the first RIP controi entity communicating an IP address associated with 
the RIP engine to the second RIP control entity, 

8. (cancelled) 

9. {currently amended) A machine-readable medium comprising 
instructions for: 

controlling a RIP engine using a first RIP control entity: 
controlling the RIP engine using a second RIP control entity; Th e medium 
of-e taim 8; 

m 

wherein the instructions for controlling the RIP engine using the first RIP 
control entity, comprise instructions for the first RIP control entity sending first 
vector image data to the RIP engine and facilitating receipt of corresponding first 
bit-map data from the RIP engine; and 

wherein the instructions for controlling the RIP engine using the second 
RIP control entity, comprise instructions for the second RIP control entity 
sending second vector image data to the RIP engine and facilitating receipt of 
corresponding second bit-map data from the RIP engine. 

10. (cancelled) 

1 1 . (currently amended) A machine-readable medium comprising 
instructions for transferring control of a RIP engine from a first RIP control entity 
to a second RIP control entity. 

The - method of claim 1 0, wherein the instructions for transferring control 
of the RIP engine from the first RIP control entity to the second RIP control 
entity, comprise instructions for: 

facilitating receipt of a request from the second RIP control entity; and 
commanding or enabling the RIP engine to communicate with the second 
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RIP control entity in response to the request. 

12. (original) The medium of claim 11, wherein the instructions for 
commanding or enabling the RIP engine to communicate with the second RIP 
control entity in response to the request, comprise Instructions for: 

causing the first RIP control entity to command or enable the RIP engine 
to enter a specific mode of operation; and 

causing the first RIP control entity to communicate an IP address 
associated with the RIP engine to the second RIP control entity. 

1 3. (currently amended) A system comprising; 

a first RIP control entity for controlling at least one RIP engine; 

a second RIP control entity for controlling at least one RIP engine; 

a controller interface for communicating with at least one of the first and 
second RIP control entities; aed 

a RIP engine operatively coupled to the controller interface ; and 

wherein the first RIP cont rol entity includes a RIP manager and the second 
RIP control entity includes a variable-data-printing manager . 

14. (cancelled) 

1 5. (currently amended) A system comprising: 

a first RIP control entity. for controlling at least one RIP engine: 
asecond RIP control entity for controlling at least one RIP engine: 
a controller interface for communicating with at least one of the first and 
second RIP control entities: 

a RIP engine operatively coupled to the controller interface: and 
^o - system of cloim 1 3, wherein each RIP control entity comprises: 
means for sending first vector image data to the RIP engine; and 
means for receiving corresponding first bit-map data from the RIP engine. 

16. (original) The system of claim 13, further comprising a printer coupled 
to at least one of the first and second RIP control entities. 
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1 7. (original) The system of claim 1 3, wherein the controller interface 
comprises a socket port for communicating with at least one of the first and 
second RIP control entities. 

18. (cancelled) 

1 9. (currently amended) Apparatus comprising: 

a RIP controller interface for enabling control of a RIP engine bv one of at 
least first and second RIP control entities Th e epperotuo - of cIa iffHt-8, wherein 
the RIP controller interface comprises: 

at least one socket port for receiving vector image data; and 

at least one socket port for outputting bit-map data. 

20. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 19 +8, wherein the RIP 
controller interface further comprises: 

at least one socket port for sending and receiving messages between the 
one of the RIP control entities and the RIP engine. 

21 . {currently amended) The apparatus of claim +8 20, wherein the 
messages exclude vector image data and bit-map data. 

22. (cancelled) 

23. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim +8 1_9, wherein the RIP 
controller interface further comprises another socket port of receiving vector 
image data. 

24. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim +8 19, wherein each 
socket port includes a Transmission Control Protocol port. 

25. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 48 19, further comprising 
a RIP manager for communicating with the RIP controller interface; and a RIP 
engine for communicating with the RIP manager via the RIP controller interface. 
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26* (currently amended) Apparatus comprising: 

a RIP controller interface for enabling control of a RIP engine by one of aT 
least first and second RIP control entities: T ho - QpporQtuQ of e l a i m 1 8 . furth e r 
coroprising -a variable-data-printing manager for communicating with the RIP 
controller interface; and a RIP engine for communicating with the variable-data- 
printing manager via the RIP controller interface. 

27. {currently amended) Apparatus comprising: 
first means for controlling a RIP engine; and 

means for enabling control of a RIP engine by one of at least the first 
means for controlling the RIP engine and a second means for controlling the RIP 
engine ; and 

wherein the first means for controlling the RIP engine comprises a means 
for sending first vector image data to the RIP engine and receiving corresponding 
first bit-map data from the RIP engine . 

28. (cancelled) 

29. (original) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the first means for 
controlling the RIP engine comprises a variable-data-printing manager. 
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